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The Newsletter of Charles County Amateur Radio Club

Meetings & Nets

First Friday    Monthly meeting at 7:30 PM at LaPlata Train Station; Net-Tuesdays 8:00 PM on 443.700 MHz, (No PL, TSQL 179.9 Hz) 

Once a month social gathering for breakfast –please check the website for schedule

Second Tuesday Commex with the ARES/RACES team Charles County 7:00PM  EOC LaPlata 

How to Contact Us:
                                          

PO BOX 169, La Plata, MD 20646

Web: http://www.qsl.net/k3smd/index.html 

President: Art Audley aa3rt@comcast.net
Vice-president: Charles Hallock aa3ws@arrl.org
Secretary: Bill Palmer, catwilpalm@verizon.net
Treasurer: Andrew Davidson rdavidson@aceweb.com
Membership/Activities: Bob Davidson, rdavidson@aceweb.com
Training officer Bob Curran (KE3GG) flyingham@verizon.net
 Smoke Signals is published monthly as the newsletter of the Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Items to be published in the Smoke Signals should be submitted by the Sunday before the first Friday of the month. Email submissions are most efficient msack@Verizon.net or mail to Michelle Sack PO Box 1182 Waldorf, MD 20604.  Permission is granted to reprint.

Net Control Schedule for June 2011: 
CCARC May membership meeting report

In attendance: 

AA3RT      Art
AA3WS     Charles

KB3HCG   Mike O

KB3HNP    Joe

KB3KOW   Boy Scout Bob

KB3UYZ    Patrick

KE3GG     Flyboy Bob

K3NHT      Andrew

 

With no program scheduled, the business meeting began at 7:40PM.  

President-Not a lot to discuss this evening, thanks to all of the last minute volunteers who helped make the March of Dimes/March for Babies walk-a-thon a success.

 

Once again, thanks to Michelle (N3YRZ) for sending out the May newsletter. For you members of the Yahoo Group, the newsletter has been posted. If you're not on the Yahoo Group and would like a copy of the newsletter please email me and I'll be glad to forward it to you. The CCARC newsletter is for EVERYONE! If you have sale/swap/trade items (radio or electronics please), an interesting contact or radio story you'd like to share or something else of interest to other CCARC members, you can send items to Michelle at msack@verizon.net
 

Vice President-"It's good to be back!" Charlie regaled us with tales from Camp Cupcake including how he helped one prospective amateur set up his radio and antenna so that he could receive weather fax messages from Europe and North America. Unfortunately, Charlie is headed back across the pond and will not be able to participate in Field Day this year. He will make arrangements to get someone the club generator. Charlie also showed us the manuals for some ATV equipment he recently purchased. 
 

Charlie also brought up the subject of hamfests, so here's a rundown of what's occurring over the next couple of months:

 Sunday, May 29th-Howard County

Sunday, June 12th-Manassas

Sunday, July 17th-Howard County again

Sunday, Aug. 7th-Berryville

 

Secretary-Absent

 

Treasurer-Also absent, however he conned the old man into "pinch hitting" for him. We still have money, just not as much after paying the insurance policy and the post office box rent for the year. Two more members paid their dues this evening.

 

A note about dues-Dues are payable anytime after January 1st of any calendar year. They are considered "late" after the 31st of March. Dues are $24 per year for individuals or $29 for families. 

 A few folks still have yet to pay for 2011. Dues can be mailed to the club at CCARC, P. O. Box 169, La Plata, MD 20646-0169 or paid at a club meeting. 

 

Bob also asked about being reimbursed for a plaque that the CCARC purchased to be presented at the Scouts Pinewood Derby from the CCARC. This topic sounded familiar to a couple of us but AA3WS made a motion to reimburse Bob, K3NHT seconded and the motion was approved. (In checking previous meeting follow up reports I found that this had already been approved at the January 2011 membership meeting.)

 

Activities/Membership: May appears to be a fairly "quiet" month thus far with no activities scheduled. The next event that we usually participate in is Cobb Island Day. Bob is looking for input-both positive (Yes, I'd like to participate.) and negative (No, I have a previous engagement.) inputs to ascertain as to whether we should pursue participating in Cobb Island Day. Please email Bob directly if you'd like to participate or not at: rdavidson@aceweb.com
 

Of course, the biggie is Field Day, this year to be held on June 25th & 26th. Our tentative plan is to meet at Marie's Diner for breakfast around 8AM Saturday (25th) and make our way to the Field Day site from there. More to come, especially determining what equipment we need and who will bring what.

 

On the horizon-The Oxon Hill bicycle ride in September and the October bicycle ride, formerly held under the auspices of Civista which now appears that it will be run by the Zekiah District of the Boy Scouts-date to be determined.

 

From the members: 

KB3HNP-Joe reports that he did successfully complete the CERT (Citizens Emergency Response Team) training, held at the Charles County EOC and received his coveted "Green Bag Award". (For those of you not in on the joke, after successfully completing the training you are presented with a green utility bag containing a hard hat, safety vest, some nifty tools and a first aid kit.)

 

KB3HCG-Mike mentions an automobile race that's held yearly in the streets of Pittsburgh that relies on amateur radio for communications support. They are looking for volunteers so if you'd like to spend a weekend in exotic Pittsburgh assisting with communications support, Mike is supposed to be obtaining details which will be forwarded to the club.

 

K3NHT-Andrew mentioned the club website, still a work in progress. Andrew purchased the domain name (k3smd.org) for 3 years and asked if we could reimburse a portion of the money expended. AA3WS made a motion to reimburse Andrew for $30, KB3YUZ seconded and the motion was approved. If you haven't checked out the site yet, you can find it at: http://k3smd.org/
 

KE3GG-Bob showed off a nifty little microphone and a miniature beach chair, just the right size for holding a H/T in the upright position that he purchased in Florida. (K3NHT took a photo which has been posted at the CCARC Yahoo Group.)

 

Bob also mentioned that Saturday, May 7th is Space Day at the Air & Space Museum. Of interest is a pass of the International Space Station (ISS) to occur around 1320L (That's 1:20PM). This is a high elevation pass and should be easily monitored on 145.800 MHz.  Bob mentioned that on occasion the ISS will use SSTV on that same frequency. The ISS also has a 1200 baud APRS Digipeater operating on 145.825 MHz. Finally the ISS also carries a voice repeater operating on 437.800 MHz uplink, 145.800 MHz downlink.

 

KB3UYZ has joined the ranks of net controllers and has suggested that maybe it's time to update our preamble. I agreed with Pat, we (CCARC) have been using the same net preamble for about 15 years and it may be time for an update. I told Pat to write up a draft and forward it to me. Anyone else is also welcome to provide input as well.

 

KB3KOW then reviewed the Charles County Marathon held in April and I provided a review of the March of Dimes walk-a-thon.

 

Finally, K3NHT provided us with an impromptu presentation of some photos of the HARP project that he'd been working on in Alaska. HARP is one of those lovely government acronyms which stands for "High Frequency Active Auroral Research Program".

 

If you'd like to read more about HARP, follow the link:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Frequency_Active_Auroral_Research_Program If I've retained what Andrew told us, the oversimplified explanation is that this research project uses HF transmitters to create an artificial aurora. Andrew had taken some stunning time-lapsed photos which he presented on his new IPAD2.

 

At 9:08PM K3NHT made a motion to adjourn the meeting, KB3HNP seconded, motion approved.

 

Next meeting-Friday, June 3rd, same time & station. If you have a presentation for the group, KB3KOW would like to hear from you. I don't think the schedule is too booked up yet.

 

As always, if I've overlooked someone or something, it’s due to my lousy note taking and short attention span and isn't intentional.

 

                                                                          73, de AA3RT

__._,_.___


As I said I would do at Friday’s meeting:
http://www.pvgp.org/67461012312852830/site/default.asp is the web site for The Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix -the Race I talked about on Friday will be July 23rd and the 24th In 
Pittsburgh PA. The contact person is Corky (N3MJP) his contact phone  number 724-217-5458 (that is the number he asked we give out for contacting him.) Sorry there is no email address as he does not have one.
Some notes I have from previous years, bring sunscreen if you help out  (you will need it, I forget every year and come back blistering) take  plenty of water, you will be spending 2 days out in the hot sun (also note that the race will go on even in rain so be prepared).It is the only car race in the US done on real city streets, and the only car race that uses Amateur Radio Operates for 
communications.

So if you would like to take a trip to Pittsburgh PA and help out on a  car race as a ham radio operator, contact Corky (N3MJP) He could use some new people to help out as some of the older people are ether getting to old, or going silent key on him. 
“RF Can’t Read”*

If you are the perfectionist type, perhaps you should avoid this article. But, on the other hand, many of the antennas of today would not have been discover if RF could Read. The article is intended for the: I wonder, “Card Puncher”**, close enough, little short of cash, and/or I want to see it now, crowd.

You may have heard me say a time or two that “RF Can’t Read”. There is an article in June 2011’s QST that emphasis this phenomena. The title of the article is: “Is There an Optimum Height for and HF Antenna?” The article is written by Dr. Siwiak, KE4PT. Many of his illustrations show the effects of height and frequency on gain. Basically the charts tell what height you antenna should not be. 

The problem is someone gave you a nice vertical antenna, but, the antenna is cut to the wrong frequency. Or you are stuck with two places to hang your antenna and the distance is two short for a nice wire antenna; you have an antenna your Elmer gave you, but, the antenna is cut to the wrong frequency.

Don’t fret! “RF can’t read!” The most important and first thing to do is protect your transmitter (See Warning below). A tuner comes to mind. Oh no, you can’t hook that 10 meter vertical antenna to your 6 meter transmitter. Yes you can. You will have loss, but if you can make contacts, “RF can’t read.” If you are environmentally sensitive; only transmit in colder weather, turn your thermostat down and you will be recycling the heat coming out of the tuner.  When you use the wrong antenna corrected by a tuner you are starting out in a signal hole. Studying Dr. Siwiak’s KE4PT article, you can glean there are other things out there reducing the signal. Such things as bounce, reflection, polarization and the unknown can be your friend. So thinking positive, your antenna has negatively impacted by other things in addition to resonance. Then let’s fix the antenna. If  your antenna is on a vehicle, move the vehicle, move the antenna to a different location on the vehicle, lean the antenna or if you are bold bend the antenna (remember your old transistor radio if you are old enough). Try each one or a combination of them. Studying the charts you can plainly see all you have to get more signal is to move into the right lobe area (this means until you can hear someone and they can hear you). Beware of the RF Zombies! *** My favorite example of the 10 meter 6 meter antenna was a few years ago at field day: Tim KB3OSF had asked me how he could use his 6 meter rig on the 10 meter antenna on his truck. Tim KB3OSF was a graduate of the “RF Can’t Read” University, but he was disappointed that his auto-tuner would not tune to 6 meters on the 10 meter antenna. I suggested he tune the antenna manually with the pushbuttons and when he got it close hit auto-tune. Well, it worked. After many contacts, Tim KB3OSF  came to me and said he had just talk with a person who said that you cannot work 6 meters with a 10 meter vertical antenna. Tim KB3OSF was the perfect gentlemen and did not argue with his contact. Of course Tim was using his 6 meter rig on a 10 meter antenna.

Moving on to wire antennas, there are lots more options to move to the right of Dr. Siwiak’s KE4PT chart. You can lower one or both ends, make Ls and Ss in one end or both ends, and park your car under one end. When my 40 Meter Windom Antenna is hung  between the Maple and Gum trees (east and west), at a height of twenty five feet, parallel to the metal pole barn (about twenty feet from the roof with a 4/12 pitch); I talk to Uzbekistan on 40 meters with 40 watts SSB; and PSK 31 with 10 watts to Israel. It’s not worth a hoot on 10 meters, but 40 meters and 80 meters is just fine (Yes it is a 40 Meter Windom Antenna and you can’t use it on 80 meters, but the MFJ 269 tuner can’t read either).

Warning: When you operate on a non resonance antenna, modify an antenna (bend, twist, turn or loop), operate at the wrong height, RF is not happy. There may be standing waves and possible harmful interference. You can correct the standing waves (fool your transmitter), but you are responsible for your interference. If you have harmful interference, don’t fret, “RF Can’t Read,” try something else. Operate at the least amount of power and avoid smoke. Smoke is not good.

*”RF Can’t Read”, this term was first used in by me in February 2008, in addressing an antenna polarization question.

**Card Puncher: The Card Puncher is a person who wants to try many things in Amateur Radio. He or she does the particular technology or band; then punches there card and moves to the next item. Most Card Punchers find areas they like and expand on them. But, once a Card Puncher, the urge is always there to punch a new hole. (Hanging chads are the projects stacked up in my hiding places I have not got around to.)
***RF Zombie: The RF Zombie is a ham that sits by his or her receiver and listens. The RF Zombie continually mumbles: “The Band is Dead.” “The Band is Dead.” But all at once, the RF Zombies attack when someone calls “CQ”. The only way to deal with RF Zombies is to feed them RF. (Have you made your Zombie Plan.)

Charles Hallock AA3WS







