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The Newsletter of Charles County Amateur Radio Club

Meetings & Nets

First Friday    Monthly meeting at 7:30 PM at LaPlata Train Station; Net-Tuesdays 8:00 PM on 443.700 MHz, (No PL, TSQL 179.9 Hz) 

Once a month social gathering for breakfast –please check the website for schedule

Second Tuesday Commex with the ARES/RACES team Charles County 7:00PM  EOC LaPlata 

How to Contact Us:
                                          

PO BOX 169, La Plata, MD 20646

Web: http://www.qsl.net/k3smd/index.html 

President: Art Audley aa3rt@comcast.net
Vice-president: Charles Hallock aa3ws@arrl.org
Secretary: Bill Palmer, catwilpalm@verizon.net
Treasurer: Andrew Davidson rdavidson@aceweb.com
Membership/Activities: Bob Davidson, rdavidson@aceweb.com
Training officer Bob Curran (KE3GG) flyingham@verizon.net
 Smoke Signals is published monthly as the newsletter of the Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Items to be published in the Smoke Signals should be submitted by the Sunday before the first Friday of the month. Email submissions are most efficient msack@verizon.net or mail to Michelle Sack PO Box 1182 Waldorf, MD 20604.  Permission is granted to reprint.

Net Control Schedule for August 2011: 
Date               Primary                           Alternate 

08/02               Andrew (K3NHT)           Art (AA3RT) 

08/09               Art (AA3RT)                   Bill (KE3RE) 

08/16               Bill (KE3RE)                   Bob (W1BJC) 

08/23               Bridge Bob (W1BJC)     Pat (KB3UYZ)
08/30               Pat (KB3UYZ)                Andrew (K3NHT)

From the President:

The August meeting of the Charles County Amateur Radio Club met at the La Plata Train Station Museum this past Friday, August 5th with 6 members and a pleasant surprise, 4 guests in attendance.

 

In attendance: 

AA3RT                Art 

KB3HNP             Joe 

KB3KOW            Boy Scout Bob 

KB3UYZ              Pat 

KE3GG               Flyboy Bob 

N3SLK                Steven Priebe (Guest) 

N3YWZ                Lee 

David Tenhoff     (Guest) 

Debbie                (Guest) 

Spencer Johnson (Guest)

The meeting came to order @ 7:35PM. 

KB3KOW, recently back from another of those grueling business trips to Hawaii, gave a brief demonstration of a setup incorporating a laptop and small transmitter that he used while making some QSO’s via linked repeater systems. This lead to a discussion of repeater linking and IRLP. More information here:

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Radio_Linking_Project
 

After Bob's demonstration we started the business meeting with activities since this would most likely be of interest to our visitors. Upcoming events: 

Activities: 

Aug. 13 & 14 (Saturday and Sunday) Maryland/DC QSO Party at the home of Wanda (KA3AHI) and Jim (WB3KAS) Montgomery in Brandywine. If you plan on attending and haven't done so already, please contact KB3KOW (rdavidson@aceweb.com) so that Jim and Wanda have a good headcount. The QSO Party this year will operate both days and members of the Prince George's County RACES Group will be there as well. More on the MD/DC QSO Party: http://mdcqsoparty.w3vpr.org/
 

Sunday, September 11: Radio support for the Oxon Hill Bicycle and Trail Club's "Indian Head 100". More here: 

http://www.ohbike.org/perl/rides.pl?month=9
 

Sunday, October 30: Radio support for the Boy Scout Potomac Heritage Century Ride. (From the Oxon Hill Bicycle Club's website)  
Officer reports- 

President:  

My copy of the "Town Notes", sent to all La Plata residents, for August/September 2011 arrived in my mailbox on Thursday. Of interest to the CCARC, the town is planning a commemoration for the 10th anniversary of the tornado on April 28, 2012. They are looking for inputs from residents on how the tornado affected each of us. Personally, I've long thought that the efforts of the CCARC were overlooked, particularly when it came to the response immediately after the tornado struck. A number of us responded in various ways. Michelle, N3YRZ, was right in the thick of things while working at the hospital. Lee, N3YWZ, started an emergency net on the repeater, Joe, KB3HNP, trekked on foot through the devastation giving reports via radio from downtown while Tom, W3TOM, and Mike, KA3GRW, were at the EOC and yours truly also went to the hospital for 5 or 6 hours until the phones and paging services were restored. (I'm sure I've forgotten someone.) In the following days, a number of us provided radio communications for Red Cross personnel who were doing damage assessments. The most recent "Town Notes" haven't been posted on the town's website yet. When they are I'll provide a link and ask for inputs from members so that they can be collectively submitted.      

 

I recently received an email from Megan Snider of the Maryland Independent. The Independent was updating information for the "2011 Charles County Welcome Guide" and she asked if the information presented was correct. I replied with a couple of revisions and those were incorporated. The Welcome Guide was included in Wednesday's (Aug. 3rd) issue of the Independent. You can find the reference to the CCARC on page 8.

 

Personal note: I started a new job on August 1st. The good news: It's only 14 miles away and traveling in the "right" direction (Away from Waldorf). The bad news: I'll be out of town from late August through mid-September while I go for some training. That means I won't be able to send out net reminders and won't be here for the September membership meeting. I've already made arrangements to get KB3KOW the key to the station for the next membership meeting on Friday, September 9th. (No meeting on the 2nd due to the holiday weekend.) Eventually I'll be working shift work which will more than likely conflict with my CCARC obligations. I'll know more when I return in September.

 

Vice President:  Absent (On travel) 

Secretary:  Absent

 

Treasurer: KB3KOW gave the treasurer's report for unlicensed Andrew. There was no income nor were there expenditures over the last month-the balance in club treasury remains the same.

 

From the members:  

KB3UYZ-I've assembled the necessary parts and am ready to put up a new antenna, even got permission from the XYL to drill a hole in the house!

(Pat also distributed CD's with photos of Field Day from those who were participated. Thanks again Pat!)

 

KB3HNP-I'll be teaching another class this fall semester which may conflict with my ability to participate in the Tuesday night nets.

 

N3SLK (Steven)-Steven introduced himself and stated that it was inevitable that he became involved in amateur radio as his father who lives in Minnesota is also an amateur.

 

David Tenhoff-David is 18 and very interested in obtaining his amateur radio license.

 

Spencer Johnson-Spencer is employed by the Navy at Indian Head and is interested in tube type radios. (His "Zenith Radio" T shirt was a clue.)

It turns out that Spencer grew up not far from where I did but on the northern side of the New York/Pennsylvania border.

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00PM.

 

Of course we had the usual "Meeting after the meeting". Some folks had already departed when Corporal Eddie Cunningham of the La Plata Police Department FINALLY arrived at 9:25PM so that those of us who remained could see the electronic equipment employed by the La Plata Police in their cruisers. 

 

As always, if I've forgotten anyone or anything it's due to a combination of my poor note taking skills and fading memory and isn't intentional.

 

For our visitors, we're glad that you attended and hope that we'll see you again in the very near future.

 

Remember-Next CCARC Monthly Membership meeting is Friday, September 9th.

 

73, de AA3RT
D-Star Digital Voice Access Point

   One of the benefits of having a D-Star radio is the ability to make use of the internet linked DStar repeaters which then allow you to have UHF/VHF QSO’s anywhere in the world there are other DStar repeaters. However, what if you happen to only have a 5w HT or be outside of the repeater coverage area?

  One solution is the “Digital Voice Access Point (DVAP)” dongle and your computer. The DVAP is a small 10mW frequency agile transceiver.    It’s in a small red box that measures about  3” x 2” x ½” and plugs into your computers USB port.
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Figure 1 - The DVAP Dongle

     Once the DVAP is connected to your computer, you run the free DVAPTool software. This is the software that  provides the interface between the DVAP Dongle and the internet linked DStar repeater.

  What this allows is for you to establish D-Star repeater connectivity from where ever you might have WiFi connectivity. This could be from your home, hotel room or if you have an air card or a mobile hot spot, from the back seat of your car.

[image: image2.jpg]&
“\ A\
o

2011 08:02 PM




Jamboree on the Air:

Historically the Scouts in Charles County have held their "Fall Camporee" on the same weekend as the JOTA. Both myself and Rob (N2OMC) have had a simple set up during the past few and they always got a few Scouts talking on the radio.

 I have learned over the last day or so that this year the Scouts will be having their Camporee in November, so I noted that I may go to another county to play radio there, but I was actually pproached by one person asking that I still do something here and invite the Scouts.So, what I'm thinking of trying to do is set up a station at the Thomas Stone Historic site and activate them as a Parks On The Air (POTA) event as this would provide both us and the Scouts someone to talk with. Of course, using the magic of Echolink and maybe DSTAR this year, we can always do the 

smoke and mirrors of having them talk on the HT with all the PC stuff hidden out of sight.

 So, I'll put out this call to see if anyone would be interested in joining us for the day (if it does go as planned) or if they might even like to set up some type of Demo? As Rob and I have learned, if you can divide and conquer, it makes for an easier time!

73 Bob KB3KOW
General Information:

Experts are now thinking that this next solar cycle may end up as a no-show.  For your bewilderment (unless you're a bottom band dweller like me) read the attached article.  Long live 160-meter propagation!
http://ke3gg.net/Solar_cycle_could_be_no-show.pdf

73, Bob, KE3GG

Former CCARC President Rob (N2OMC) Hoyt finally received his certificate of appreciation at a CCARC breakfast held at Marie's Diner in La Plata on Saturday, July 9th. Rob served as CCARC president for 3 consecutive terms from March 2004 through March 2010. (Photo courtesy of Lee, N3YWZ).
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Hurricane Watch Net Seeks New Members
The various organizations that assist the National Hurricane Center (NHC) in Miami are gearing up for what forecasters are predicting to be a very active storm season. One organization that assists the NHC is the Hurricane Watch Net (HWN). One of the functions of HWN is to provide on-the-ground, real-time weather data to the forecasters at the NHC. The HWN gets this weather data from Amateur Radio operators who volunteer their time to monitor data from their calibrated home weather stations and report that data to the HWN. To better assist the NHC, HWN Manager Kirk Harding, K6KAR, told the ARRL that the HWN
is looking for new members. 
"The Hurricane Watch Net relies on volunteer operators -- our
members -- who serve as our net control stations," Harding said.
"HWN members are hams who have above-average stations, are capable of effectively conducting HF net operations and are willing to commit their time to operating in support of the HWN's mission during Net activations." The HWN net operates on 14.325 MHz, so prospective members must be able to legally transmit on that frequency to participate.Harding said that the HWN is looking for new members with stations that can effectively communicate with Central America and the Caribbean, Mexico and South Texas on the 20 meter band. "As we head into the 2011 hurricane season, we're looking for qualified amateurs who are located anywhere within North America or the Caribbean," he said. We recognize that some Latin American operators hesitate to check in and send reports to us if they aren't fluent in English, so we're also interested in hearing from hams who are fluent in both Spanish and English. When we're working storms that are either affecting or threatening areas where Spanish is the language of choice, we always try to have one or more bilingual HWN members on hand to help with reporting."
Harding explained that the Hurricane Watch Net is generally
activated when a named Atlantic basin storm is within 300 miles of landfall. Hurricane season in the Atlantic Ocean runs from June
1-November 30, peaking from late August through September; the
Pacific Ocean season runs from May 15-November 30. Of course,
hurricanes may occur at any time of the year. National Weather
Service's Climate Prediction Center predicts that the 2011 hurricane season will see above-average activity with 12-18 named storms, with 6-10 of those storms becoming hurricanes. Of these storms, three to six could develop into major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5). The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) defines a normal hurricane season as having 11 named storms -- including six hurricanes -- with two becoming major hurricanes.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Hurricane Watch Net, please visit the HWN website at http://www.hwn.org for further information.






