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Meetings & Nets

First Friday    Monthly meeting at 7:30 PM at LaPlata Train Station; Net-Tuesdays 8:00 PM on 443.700 MHz, (No PL, TSQL 179.9 Hz) 

Once a month social gathering for breakfast –please check the website for schedule

Second Tuesday Commex with the ARES/RACES team Charles County 7:00PM  EOC LaPlata 

How to Contact Us:
                                          

PO BOX 169, La Plata, MD 20646

Web: http://www.qsl.net/k3smd/index.html 

President: Andrew Straatveit andrew.straatveit@gmail.com
Vice-president: Rob Hoyt robhoyt32@yahoo.com
Secretary: Art Audley Aa3rt@comcast.net
Treasurer: Bob Davidson, rdavidson@aceweb.com
Activities: Spencer Johnson, spencer.johnson@netsync.com
Training Officer Bob Curran flyingham@verizon.net
Secretary Emeritus: Bill Palmer KE3RE 
 Smoke Signals is published monthly as the newsletter of the Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Items to be published in the Smoke Signals should be submitted by the Sunday before the first Friday of the month. Email submissions are most efficient msack@verizon.net or mail to Michelle Sack PO Box 1182 Waldorf, MD 20604.  Permission is granted to reprint.

From Mike Tackish: The 443.700 repeater is back up and 
operational. He did mention that he was having some issues with RF noise getting into the machine and due to this, he put a PL tone on the input of 179.9. Please program this PL into your radios, come up on the repeater and let us know how it sounds. It's nice to have the ole 700 machine back on the air!

Activities:
Winterfest, an annual ham radio flea market in Northern Virginia that allows hams and other makers to get together and find some bargains on radios, antennas, radio-related publications, test gear and components. This regional hamfest typically attracts 500-1000 attendees, with both commercial and hobbyist vendors selling radio equipment at indoor tables and at an outdoor tailgating
area. More details are available online at
http://www.viennawireless.org/winterfest.php
 Here are the essentials: 
DATE: February 24, 2013. Tailgating starts at 6 am, the indoor sales area opens at 8 am. The event wraps up at 2 pm, but come early for the best stuff.
LOCATION: Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale Campus, 8333 Little River Turnpike Annandale, VA. Talk-in on the 146.91 repeater. GPS coordinates are 38.833216N, 77.236872W.
COST: Tickets are $6 at the door. Outdoor tailgating spots are $15, and available the day of the event. Tables are $25. One indoor admission is included in the cost of tailgate or table.

SPONSOR: This event is run by the Vienna Wireless Society, a
not-for-profit ham radio club located in Northern Virginia. This is an ARRL-affiliated event. The proceeds from this event help support the activities of the Vienna Wireless Society, which include community service, emergency preparedness, and technical innovation.


TNX ES 73 DE AI4SV Jack Welch

Packet BBS: I wanted to provide an update to everyone. At the club meeting -I had mentioned how I was playing with a Packet BBS to see what the capabilities were and how it might be useful, if at all, to the club as well as any ham in the County.  I currently have two links into the system: 145.670Mhz TNC Packet &
7070Khz    Winmor
 I do try to keep them up all the time but as other testing events
occur, they may be down for any given period of time. You can always shoot me a text message via phone or email to ask about the node.
  The 'node' here supports two systems: 
KB3KOW-1 BBS & KB3KOW-13 Chat
  I had the opportunity today to have both Charles (AA3WS) and 
Jim (WB3KAS) in a three way chat at the same time and I suspect we could have had more without any issues. I've also had Charles, Jim, Bob (KE3GG) and Lee (N3YWZ) connect to the BBS and try sending a few internal messages. There is still a wrinkle or two to work out, but so far all is working well.

  There are a few other aspects of the software that may come in
handy for message relay and I'll try to get those tested out over
the upcoming weeks. So, if you have a TNC buried away, dig it out -- a future  Tuesday night net might just be Packet Chat...
73  Bob KB3KOW

Use of N3NO Repeater 
Sure, you can use the 145.350 repeater. We're right in the middle of an upgrade with our remote receiver in St. Charles, so you won't get full HT coverage in Waldorf or LaPlata like normal. 
The remote should be back on around the end of the month.
Dwayne Kincaid

Nets: After a brief simplex net 1/8/13 that got off to a bit of a late start we secured the net on the usual and customary simplex frequency to QSY to the King George repeater.  
 

Upon switching to the King George repeater frequency of 146.745 I immediately heard a QSO taking place.  However the signal strength of the repeater I was hearing, while quite strong, did not have the same signal qualities I was familiar with from the King George repeater.  It turns out that it was the KX3B repeater in Buck County, PA.  It was coming in loud and clear and quite strong.  Still, Mike (KA3GRW) and I gave it a go on the King George repeater.  Unfortunately with the other QSO going on it was confusing at best.  Then, even though I had switched to low power, we heard the folks on the PA repeater mention that they thought someone with a weak signal was trying to join their QSO.  Not wanting to create any interference to their QSO, Mike and I switched to simplex on 146.745 to discuss what we were both hearing, which it turned out was at least three different repeaters.  The third that I could hear well enough to understand was the KK3L repeater in Berkeley Springs, WV.  I listened for a while more after Mike and I cleared the frequency and could make out a fourth repeater very weak in the background.  
 

A suggestion was made by Spencer (KB3WYR) during the simplex net that perhaps the club could try the Prince Frederick repeater on 145.350.  The Prince Frederick repeater has a remote receiver right in Waldorf at the Pinefield end of town, which makes it handheld accessible at least from the northern end of the County.  Maybe we can try that repeater next week.
 

On to the HF net scheduled for this evening on 40-meters using AM mode.  Due to very strong signals from the Ruskie Radio Mob, Bob (KB3KOW) put out the word that we would move the net to 7.280.  At 2100 EST Bob and I met on 7.283 due to a QSO in progress on 7.279.  We chatted for a few minutes in AM mode and noted the clean, smooth sounding audio.  After the first few minutes of chatter we switched to LSB in case others from the club that did not have radios capable of AM wanted to join in.  
 

Perhaps we can try future HF nets on 10-meter FM or even one of the lesser used WARC bands such as 12-meters.
 

73, Bob, KE3GG
Just a few observations from nets. Good contact on 443.700 some static but great to have repeater up again. Thanks Mike. The repeater in Prince Frederick great contact full quieting N2OMC great to hear you, and        AA3WS clearer on this repeater.
On the HF test I had some one in Minn. that was strong. I heard KE3GG tried to contact no luck.  73 Pat

Veterans net is conducted every Wednesday at 1930 hours 
(7:30pm) on the GMRA 146.61 repeater (no pl), Echo Link node
8421, and K3BEQ-L All vets are most welcome. Check in with your
call sign, name, branch of service, specialty, rank (optional) and
American Legion Post name and number if applicable.
(Thanks to Murray Green, K3BEQ, for this information.)
Dues:
It's that time of year again when the "Dues" are due. The cost for
an individual is still just $24 and only $29 for a family.

 Since our meetings are only once a month and then we can't always make them due to work schedule or family life, here is my mailing address if you would like to submit payment that way: 

Bob Davidson
5041 Dorchester Cir
Waldorf, MD  20603
Once received I will give you an email 'receipt' and then pass a paper receipt to you at the next opportunity.   Any questions please let me know. 73 Bob KB3KOW CCARC Treasurer
